
 

Why are my rates being adjusted? 

The Taylorsville-Bennion Improvement District (the District) has not been immune to the rapidly changing landscape of 

the economy, soaring prices, long supply delays, record-high inflation, and the effects of one of the worst droughts in 

Utah’s history.  This has truly been an exceptional year on many accounts.  We wanted to help you understand what has 

happened to cause such a significant increase to your rates this year.  We hope the following explanation helps.   

The District hired a 3rd party expert to analyze the District’s situation and the long-term effects of the abnormalities we 

have experienced this year, and ultimately to recommend rates and fees for the next 5 years.  Bowen, Collins & 

Associates was hired to try and help us figure out a way to meet the needs of our water and sewer systems while 

keeping our rates as low as possible.  Their analysis included the significant impact of the following 4 categories: 

1. Inflation – The past 24 months has seen the Cost-of-Living Index increase by over 14%!  As many of you have 

also experienced, it seems that many of the things that we need have increased more than that.  From vehicles 

to shovels and everything in between, the District has been squeezed to stay within the budgets that have been 

set while maintaining the quality of service that you have come to expect from us. 

 

2. Central Valley Water Reclamation Facility (CVWRF) – This is the wastewater treatment plant that processes and 

cleans all of the sewerage from our District.  The District is one of seven owners of CVWRF and, due to newly 

imposed regulations, the CVWRF has had to undergo a $430 million project that changes the treatment process 

in order to meet the new mandatory limits for phosphorus.  This project began 3 years ago at an estimated cost 

of $250 million.  Because of the labor market, skyrocketing costs of supplies, and increased costs to bond, this 

project has almost doubled in cost. 

 

3. Unprecedented Drought – It is no secret that water in Utah is quickly becoming scarce.  While the District enjoys 

the use of its own wells, which produce about 65% of our water needs at a significantly less cost than purchasing 

surface water from Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District, it has seen the effects of the drought cause some 

funding issues.  Most of the District’s costs are fixed, meaning they do not change based on how much water is 

used.  As the drought causes us to change our watering patterns, the District has less resources available to 

provide your water and sewer services. 

 

4. Increased Capital Project Costs – the District has several large capital construction projects that were needed in 

order to maintain the water and sewer systems.  Many of our pipes are now over 70 years old and are in need of 

repair or replacement.  The District has seen the construction costs for some of its projects increase by over 

60%!  Luckily, the District was able to secure a very low interest bond before the bond market interest rates 

increased significantly, but the costs of these projects has caused the bonds to not go as far as we had 

anticipated. 

We are proud to say that we have one of the lowest water rates in the state and, even with these proposed increases, 

we will still be one of the lowest.  We are proud to serve you and will continue to give you the amazing water and sewer 

service you deserve at the lowest rates we possibly can. 


